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My name is James Finnegan.  I have being teaching at CBC Monkstown Park since 1992.  I have been using Mind Maps for the past 5 years with pupils aged 12-19.  My aim is to show students how to learn.  I am convinced that most of us are capable of extraordinary feats of learning.  The only thing preventing us from achieving success in exams is ignorance of the techniques and systems that empower us to tap into a remarkable resource – our brain.

The key to memory development, learning and the passing of exams lies in our imagination.  Mind Maps help children and adults unlock their imagination, remember facts easily, make clearer notes, plan and succeed in exams.  The system is especially empowering for children with dyslexia.

My web site http: // www.soileir.com is dedicated to unlocking the child’s imagination by treating it like a muscle and giving it regular exercise.  The word Soiléir is an Irish word meaning clear/ distinct/ plain and obvious.  Soiléir discovers how dull, unintelligible data can be converted into meaningful, memorable images by learning the colourful and fun process of Mind Mapping. 

Soiléir trained The Learning Support Team in CBC Monkstown, Dunlaoghaire, Co. Dublin on Mind Mapping.  The aim of Soiléir is to branch out and introduce other teachers and students to the benefits of Mind Mapping by running more courses in the coming year.

The Course Module – Foundation Training Course

Ideal for use in schools and colleges, iMindMap™ can be applied to any thinking task, actively engaging students of all ages in creative thinking, organising and problem solving. Its flexibility makes it suitable for any subject or theme and it can be used in whole class, group or individual.

What is a Mind Map -A tool for all teaching and learning tasks

Course Content
· How to Mind map

· Making notes

· Mind Maps and subjects - English, History, Science, Geography, Languages, Mathematics

· Success in Exams / Revision

· Improve memory recall of facts, words and images

· Memory Tips

· Structure coursework and revision 

· Summarise information 

· Aid interaction between students in group work or role-play 

· Lesson planning and preparation – The volume of teacher notes used can be dramatically reduced. 

· Lesson delivery – Presenting concepts and encourage participation in the classroom, particularly for starter activities 

· Curriculum planning 

· Creating handouts – An ideal way to provide subject overviews without reams of paper. 

· Student assessment – Pre and post learning assessment of knowledge. 

“The path to success lies before you.  It is not an exclusive path with access granted only to a priviledged few who are born with a special gift for learning.  It is available to everyone”.   Dominic O’Brien  (8 times world memory champion)    
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