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My name is James Finnegan.  I have being teaching at CBC Monkstown Park since 1992.  I have been using Mind Maps for the past 5 years with pupils aged 12-19.  My aim is to teach students to learn how to learn.  Purchase a computer and you get a user’s guide of encyclopaedic proportions.  Your brain is vastly superior to any computer and incredibly complicated.  Nevertheless, when we are born we are given no instruction manual.  Therefore how could I be expected to output information if I wasn’t told how to input it in the first place?   I am convinced that most of us are capable of extraordinary feats of learning.  The only thing preventing us from achieving success in exams is ignorance of the techniques and systems that empower us to tap into a remarkable resource – our brain.  

The key to memory development, learning and the passing of exams lies in our imagination.  Mind Maps help children and adults unlock their imagination, remember facts easily, make clearer notes, plan and succeed in exams.  The system is especially empowering for children with dyslexia.

My web site http: // www.soileir.com is dedicated to unlocking the child’s imagination by treating it like a muscle and giving it regular exercise.  website is not fully operational yet.  I hope to have it ready by the end of May 2009. The word Soiléir is an Irish word meaning clear/ distinct/ plain and obvious.  Soiléir discovers how dull, unintelligible data can be converted into meaningful, memorable images by learning the colourful and fun process of Mind Mapping.
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